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Boys and girls had
similar environmental

knowledge at
primary....

Valuing Environmental
Preservation

Environmental knowledge and
attitudes in Ireland’s schools: 

Findings from TIMSS 2023

TIMSS measured the environmental knowledge and attitudes of students in
Fourth Class (primary) and Second Year (post-primary) in Spring 2023.

while at post-primary,
boys significantly

outperformed girls

Environmental Knowledge

Students in non-DEIS schools
achieved higher scores than

students in DEIS schools 

Students’ environmental
knowledge is strongly

related to their level of
home resources

Environmental Attitudes

Post-Primary

64%
32% 44%

43%

13%

Students with stronger positive
environmental attitudes scored higher

on environmental knowledge

Teacher Professional Learning
on Environmentalism and

Sustainability

More than half of
students had teachers

who want training in this
area

One-quarter or less of
students had teachers who
completed training in this

area

72% of Second
Year students
answered this

correctly! 
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